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‘I o Mahi Katoa Mahia’ (Our Best Always in All ways) 

Thursday Newsletter 
 

 

 

 

 

Kia Ora Ano.  Nga Mihi ki te Whanau me nga hoa o te kura o Putauaki. 
Hello again.  Greetings to the family and friends of Putauaki School. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

  

Putauaki Full Primary School 
87-89 Fenton Mill Road,   Kawerau  3127 
Phone  07-323-7093 
Fax  07-323-7764 
www.putauaki.school.nz 
office@putauaki.school.nz 
 
 

Coming Events 
 
FEBRUARY 2010 
 
Monday 15th 
HPV  Education Yr 8 
Girls only 
 
Friday 19th 
Duffy Show 1:30pm 
 
Tuesday 23rd 
Japanese Students 
Visit 
 
MARCH 2010 
 
Wednesday 3rd 
World Maths Day / 
HPV Yr 8 Girls only 
1st Vaccination 
 
Thursday 4th 
End of Swimming 
Sessions 
 
Wednesday 10th 
Life Education 
Begins 
 

PRINCIPAL’S    COMMENTS 

Kia Ora  -  Welcome. 
National Standards 
You may be aware of the debate over National Standards between the 
Government and the Education sector.  To me it seems a reasonable 
request to trial these Standards in a number of Schools across New 
Zealand, and from the outcome of this trial decide on where to from 
there.  I am prepared to hold an information evening on the National 
Standards if you would like.  Please  let the Office know – return slip – if 
you would be interested. 

Stationery 
Teachers don’t mind if children use up books from previous years or 
schools.  However, sometimes children themselves are more interested 
in having new gear; leave that up to you. 

New Curriculum/E-Learners 
As part of the New Curriculum (to be enacted this year) Schools are 
asked to develop an inquiry type approach to learning.  That means that 
whilst basic tools – Maths, Spelling, Grammar etc, are still important – 
for the 21st Century Learner – we are asked to look at ways to produce 
better problem solvers across the nation.  This we will look at in terms of 
an Inquiry Learning Model and E-Learners.  It is possible that the future 
jobs for some of our children have not yet been developed and that the 
Internet has accelerated knowledge use at an exponential rate.  Our E-
Learner group is progressing really well, and will use the Internet as a 
source of learning and communication. 

Rheumatic Fever 
A group from Whakatane Hospital is trying to organise funding and 
resources to carrying out a testing schedule in Kawerau.  (Similar to the 
Hepatitis checks in the 90’s).  Evidently a sore rasping throat may be 
evidence of the possibility of the development of Rheumatic Fever 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.putauaki.school.nz/
mailto:office@putauaki.school.nz
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PRINCIPAL’S COMMENTS continued 
at a later stage.  They would hope to test Year 
6,7,8 children in our town and from those results 
look at what the prevalence in our town is.  A 
similar check has been carried out in Opotiki.  
More information will be made available once all 
is confirmed.  Children will only be tested with 
your permission. 
 
N R More 
PRINCIPAL 

 

POD NEWS 
Whakaari 

Our condolences go to Mrs Findlater and her 
whanau on the loss of a brother, father, son, 
uncle.  We also acknowledge the passing of 
Rapua Mikara, ex pupil of Putauaki School and 
talented squash player.  Strength comes from the 
memories we have to share. 

Swimming 
Swimming for Whakaari Pod is next week.  We 
will swim on Monday 15th , Tuesday 16th , and 
Thursday 18th , of February.  Lunch will be eaten 
at 12:00pm.  We will walk to the Pool at 
12:30pm.  Swim 1:00-2:00pm then walk back to 
school by 2:40pm.  Children may be collected 
from the pool by parents at 2:00pm, but may 
only take their own child unless a note has been 
received oo the arrangement verified by parents.  
We are also happy to dismiss from the pool, 
those children who live at the town centre end of 
town or beyond.  Please send a note confirming 
your wish for this to occur, thank you. 
 
 
 
 

 
Duffy Books 
We have had our first taste of Duffy Books for 
the year and selected four from which children 
will each receive two later in the term. 
 

Next Year’s School Terms 
Interesting to see that next year’s school terms 
are reallocated in length to allow for supporters 
to go to Rugby World Cup Games – so do check 
dates before making long term plans! 

Stationery 
Thank you for your speedy response to 
stationery order forms; most classes have 60% 
ready to use books.  All orders are processed and 
at classes.  Please see your child’s teacher or the 
school office if there is a real difficulty.  You are 
welcome to purchase stationery from wherever 
is more appropriate to you, however we do ask if 
you would please get the Portfolio through 
school. 

Fruit in Schools 
Our fruit in school programme has started again 
this week.  Nectarines, Plums and Apples 
providing great vitamins to our children 

Assembly 
W2 will host assembly Week 4, Friday 26th 
February.  Start time 11:45am. 

 Have a safe and happy weekend  
 

Tarawera 
A week has gone by and children continue to be 
focused workers.  This is great to see.  Keep it up 
tamariki ma. 

Stationery 
Thank you to those parents/caregivers for the 
prompt purchase of stationery for their 
child/children.  We do appreciate this.  Hopefully, 
all children will be able to begin work in their 
books next week. 

Water Play 
Children are encouraged to keep a spare set of 
clothing or togs with a towel in their bag for 
those hot days when they will be allowed under 
the sprinklers to cool off.  They are also 
encouraged to have a water bottle in class to 
help keep hydrated. 

Fruit in Schools 

There will once again be a continuance of ‘Fruit 
in Schools’ this year.  Children are certainly 

All children are required to have togs and towel 
to participate in this programme, by swimming 
over a series of days we can best consolidate skill 
work. 
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relishing the variety of fruit that has been 
provided thus far. 
 

Swimming 
Tarawera Pod will be swimming only in Week 5 
of this term.  This will occur on Monday, Tuesday 
and Thursday of that week.  A more fully detailed 
schedule will be outlined in the newsletter prior 
to that week. 

Condolences 
Mrs Findlater has been away this week due to 
the loss of a much loved member of her family.  
Our heartfelt thoughts are with her and her 
family.  Thank you to Waea Una Biddle who has 
ably filled in for her this week.  We have certainly 
enjoyed having her in Tarawera Pod. 

 

Moutohora 

Kia Ora and what a great second week we have 
had.  Children are all settling in well. 

Whanau Hui 
Our first Senior syndicate meeting will be 
Tuesday 16th February at 5:00pm.  Please try to 
attend this meeting as we would like to discuss 
upcoming events and meet all parents old and 
new.  Cheers. 

Stationery 

Class stationery lists went home last week.  
Teachers are keen for children to begin using 
these books as soon as possible.  It would be 
great if all children had their books by tomorrow, 
Friday 12th February.  Thanks to all those who 
have returned forms already. 

Outdoor Education 
M1, M2 and TA6 will be involved in outdoor 
education programmes this term.  Also 
happening this term is our Big Day Out at 
Thornton Beach where we will spend the day 
kayaking, swimming, etc.  We need excellent 
parent support for this day to eventuate.  
Thanks. 

Hydration 
With the hottest month of the year upon us, 
could you please ensure that your child comes to 

school with a hat and water bottle.  We also have 
a serious problem with discarded clothing, if 
these were named we could return to the correct 
owners. 
Computers 
If you have a laptop that your child can use at 
school please send it along as we would like to 
encourage the use of these in subjects such as 
written language and topic. 

Up-coming Events 
¶ Dynamos Leadership Programme, held at 

Puatuaki School on Tuesday 23rd February. 

¶ Cycle Challenge, held at the Skate Park on 
Wednesday  24th February. 

¶ Golf Pod Bonding, held at Kawerau Golf Club 
on Friday 26th February. 

Top School 
We plan to participate in the Top School 
competition this year.  We have a group of 
children from Moutohora and Te Atea 6 who will 
begin training soon, they are: 

Josh Mitchell Aman 
Patel 

Savannah    
Te Riini 

Wairaka Chase Royce 
Morgan 

Ester Tarei-
Tunui 

Ryshawn 
Kereama-Vercoe 

Monica 
Hudson 

Danae 
Rangihika 

Victer Richmond Dakota 
Albert 

 

We wish you all good luck for the selection 
process. 

See you bright and refreshed tomorrow. 
 

Te Atea 
Nga mihi nui kia koutou te whanau o Te Atea. 

Whanau Hui 
Senior syndicate will have their first hui for the 
term next Tuesday, 5:00pm in TA6.  Agenda;  
Meet and Greet, share what is happening this 
term, and for members to share points of 
interest or concerns.  It would be great to see 
many in attendance.  Te Atea whanau hui may 
follow this hui.  Panui will arrive home tomorrow 
or Monday. 
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Swimming 
With Tama-nui-te-ra truly playing his part, TA6 
enjoyed the two days they spent at the pools 
extending their water skills.  The next swim for 
seniors will be at the school’s Swimming Sports, 
which is 12th March.  There is still no definite 
swim date for the rest of Te Atea classes but a 
note will arrive home when it is confirmed. 

Panui 
18th February 
Waka-ama.  Reuben Perenara will be at the 
school next Thursday where onland activities will 
be taught to our tuakana who will be involved in 
waka-ama this year.  If you are interested in 
supporting our tuakana, please feel free to come 
along and involve yourself. 
24th Feb 
Cycle Challenge at the local Recreation Centre.  
Five children from TA6 will be involved.      
26th Feb 
Bonding Time.  Both TA6 children and 
Moutohora children will spend the day at the 
Kawerau Golf Course and Tarawera Park bonding 
with each other through activities that involve 
co-operation, communication, and other skills 
that are needed to be successful when working 
as a team.  
1st March 
Outdoor Education.  TA6 will spend the day out 
at Lake Rotoma - swimming, kayaking, snorkeling 
and doing land-based activities.  Are you free for 
any of the above events?  Please make contact 
with Mr Savage.   

Nga Kaiawhina 
Te Atea whanau welcome to the pod Tania 
Coates Teacher Aide and Te Reo Kaiawhina and 
Cissy Bennett.  Nau mai ra, hara mai ra. 
 
Te Atea Pod embraces Mrs Findlater and the 
extended Kingi whanau with hugs and tears of 
love during this time of sadness.  Ma te Atua hei 
tiaki, hei manaaki I nga wa katoa. 

Have a great weekend with the whanau. 

 

GENERAL NOTICES 
Life Education Trust 
Special Invitation!!! 
Where: Tamars cafe & bar 126 The Strand 
When:  Saturday 13th February 
Time:  9:00am-3:00pm 
Kevin, and Karen, the owners of Tamars – and 
their Staff will be donating their profits from 
Saturday to help the Life Education Trust.  
Children can have their photo taken with Harold 
the Giraffe and enter a picture drawing 
competition.  Life Education also acknowledges 
Waiotahi Contractors Ltd who delivers Harold 
and the classroom to each school and help to 
maintain it. 

TOP SCHOOL 
We are fortunate to take two teams this year to 
Awakeri School for Top School.  They are a Year 
5/6 team and a Year 7/8 team.  
This is a ‘FUN’ packed day for your child and 
family to enjoy. 
Date:  Sunday 21st March  2010. 
Teams consist of 5 girls and 5 boys.  The students 
who have been selected will be commencing 
training soon.   
CAN YOU HELP! 
Do you know anyone who can donate the 
following equipment in order to help with our 
students to practice for the events. 
We need: 
10 x 20 litre plastic drums, 6 x 20 litre ½ plastic 
drums, 2 x Bungi cords, 2 Tyre Inner Tubes 
The above will be most appreciated. 
Thank you 
Whaea Kim(Te Atea 5 Teacher), Mrs McCauley-
Walker(Te Atea 2 Teacher) 
 

 

RETURN  SLIP  
 

YES I would like to meet with Mr More for 
more information about National Standards 

 


